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1 Purpose of the Report 
1.1 At their meeting on 10th May 2005, the Cabinet approved a process of reporting back to the 

Scrutiny Co-ordination Committee on the work of those outside bodies appointed to by the 
City Council.  This reports sets out details of the work of the Connexions Strategic 
Partnership Board over the preceding twelve months and details of attendance by the City 
Council's representatives. 

2 Recommendations 
2.1 Coventry City Council should continue to send 2 representatives to the Connexions 

Strategic Partnership Board one of whom should be the Cabinet Member with responsibility 
for Children's Services 

3 Information on Work of Outside Body 
3.1 The Connexions Strategic Partnership Board provides governance for the Connexions 

Service.  This service provides information, advice, guidance and support to all 13-19 year 
olds (and up to 24 year olds for those with special and additional needs).  It is the lead 
agency for the delivery of the City’s Local Area Agreement (LAA) target to reduce the 
number of 16-18 year olds who are not engaged in education, employment or training 
(NEET). 

3.2 As of 1st April 2007, the funding to deliver the Connexions’ service was redirected to 
Coventry City Council who now commissions the service.  The Partnership Board oversees 
the performance management of the service against the agreed specification with Coventry 
City Council.  

3.3 Reaching the NEETs target still will be a challenge because of the economic recession. 
Very good results have been achieved for 16 year olds but there continues to be a problem 
with retention and progression for 17 and 18 year olds.  This will need to be resolved if the 
raising of the participation age to 18 by 2015 is to prove successful for the full cohort of 
young people. 

4 Benefits to the City Council of the Appointment 
4.1 The appointment contributes significantly to the Connexions Strategic Partnership Board 

and to greater partnership working between City Council services, Connexions, and other 
partners towards the 5 outcomes of Every Child Matters.  This is evidenced by the findings 
of the Coventry Joint Area Review and Annual Performance Assessment.  The 
appointment also assists with the development of even more effective collaboration as 
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evidenced by the pooling of Connexions grant funding into the Local Area Agreement from 
1st April 2007. 

5 Attendance Record and Remuneration for the Appointment 
5.1 The City Council's representatives are Councillor Blundell and Councillor Crookes.  In the 

period from January, 2009 to November, 2009 inclusive a total of 3 meetings were held, 
with Councillor Blundell attending 2 of the 3 meetings and Councillor Crookes attending 1 
of the 3 meetings he was entitled to attend.   

 
5.2 Members receive no remuneration for the appointment. 
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